
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
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One of my favorite activities on vacations is 
reading. I do a lot of reading in my line of 
work, but I have little time to read for 
pleasure, so getting the opportunity to read 
a book without the need to assimilate 
information for a sermon, class or article is 
a treat. I particularly enjoy the genre of 
historical fiction. 

On our recent vacation, I began reading a 
book entitled The Templar Salvation by 
Raymond Khoury. I only cite the title and 
author so others can avoid wasting the time 
that I did! The story began by detailing the 
efforts of some Templar knights to 
transport three trunks of treasure out of 
Constantinople before the city fell to the 
Pope’s crusaders. It was a good yarn with 
hints of historical fact here and there and I 
was enjoying the story until…I saw the 
direction it was going. 

The author began to use his characters to 
pitch the same old tired argument that 
unbelievers have used many times. In this 
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case, the storyline related how several 
Templar Knights were killed by an order of 
monks, and their treasure chests taken, 
because the Templars had documents that 
proved that the Roman Catholic Church had 
hidden the truth about the New Testament 
documents. There were supposedly other 
documents that had been suppressed by the 
Roman Catholic Church in favor of the 
“viewpoint” that she preferred. 

I stopped reading, mentally kicking myself 
for not seeing that “plot twist” coming. No 
point in finishing the book; after all, I have 
heard the argument before – the Bible is a 
Roman Catholic book, shaped by that 
church by means of determining which 
books would be included and which would 
be excluded. I read up to the point where the 
modern day protagonists in the story were 
“discovering” that the canon of the New 
Testament wasn’t actually determined until 
long after the end of the first century, etc., 
etc., etc. 

“You may delay, but time will not.” 
-- Benjamin Franklin 

“You are always only one choice away from changing your 
life.” 

-- Marcy Blochowiak 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 

She was to tie a scarlet cord in the 
window through which she had lowered 
the spies in their escape. In addition, she 

was to keep quiet about their business 
and, last, she was to gather all of her 

family in her house when the Israelites 
came into the land and they were to stay 

there (Joshua 2:18-20). 
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being taken from Antioch to Rome with the 
expectation of martyrdom there. The importance 
of these writers is that they lived close to the time 
of the authors of the New Testament books and 
were thus able to know with much greater 
certainty than even writers of a century or more 
later which books were actually written by apostles. 

I believe that the purpose of Khoury’s (and others’) 
argument is to create doubt in the genuineness of 
the New Testament. They argue that there are 
other books (gnostic works typically) that really 
belong in the New Testament canon. If they can 
convince people that the Bible is merely the 
creation of the Roman Catholic Church and 
nothing more, they can destroy its authoritative 
nature and undermine the faith of Christians. Of 
course, they ignore the claim that the Scriptures 
are the very words of God (1 Corinthians 2:9-13; 
John 16:13) and were preserved by His power (1 
Peter 1:23)! 
1 See E. E. Cairns, Christianity Through the Centuries, p. 118. 
2 Geisler and Nix (General Introduction, 424) and J. B. 
Lightfoot (The Apostolic Fathers) include the Epistle to 
Diognetus and Papias’ Exposition of the Lord’s Oracles 
in their lists of the works of the apostolic fathers, but 
Everett Ferguson includes neither (Early Christians 
Speak, 19) even though he dates both documents in the 
same time period.  
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The problem with historical fiction is the 
difficulty of separating actual historical facts 
from the fiction woven into the story by the 
author. In the case of Mr. Khoury’s book, I 
have more than a passing knowledge of the 
process of the collection of inspired writings. 
Khoury used the characters in his story to 
advance arguments that have been answered 
in the past, but the average modern reader 
probably does not realize that Khoury has 
omitted some key facts in his “historical” 
novel. 

For instance, the Roman Catholic Church has 
indeed claimed to have “given” the biblical 
canon to the religious world. Although it is 
true that early Christians did pass judgment 
on which books were inspired, the truth is that 
God actually determined the canon, i.e., the 
collection of authoritative books, by supplying 
certain individuals with His word. 
Nevertheless, there are at least two problems 
with the assertion of the Catholic Church (and 
Khoury’s argument as well). 

First, the Old and New Testament canons 
were recognized prior to the existence of the 
Roman Catholic Church with its distinctive 
characteristics, the claims of that church 
regarding Peter notwithstanding. Second, the 
various church councils (e.g., the synods of 
Hippo in A.D. 393 and Carthage in A.D. 397) 
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that made declarations concerning the 
identity of the canon were merely stating 
what had already been widely accepted by 
Christians for some time.1 In summary, there 
doesn’t seem to be any historical evidence 
that the canon was determined by any 
universal (church) organization or any sub-
group of the Lord’s church. 

Khoury conveniently neglected to allow the 
characters in his story to mention that the 
apostolic fathers (early Christians writing 
nearly contemporaneously with the authors 
of the New Testament documents) cited those 
early writings that they understood to be 
canonical. Those writers and documents 
usually listed in this category of literature 
(apostolic fathers) are The Epistle of Pseudo-
Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Hermas 
(Shepherd), Polycarp, The Didache, Epistle to 
Diognetus, the epistles of Ignatius and Papias 
(Exposition of the Lord’s Oracles).2 Clement 
wrote an epistle to the Corinthians (usually 
dated in the latter part of the final decade of 
the first century). A second epistle attributed 
to him (II Clement) was almost certainly 
written by a different author. Two documents 
are associated with Polycarp: an epistle he 
wrote to the Philippians and an account of his 
martyrdom that was written by the church at 
Smyrna. Ignatius wrote seven epistles to 
various churches and individuals as he was 

	  
What three things was Rahab instructed by the Israelite 

spies to do in order for her and her family to be saved from 
the destruction of Jericho? 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  

1

Bible Challenge Question 

2

Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
From	  his	  childhood,	  Timothy	  had	  been	  acquainted	  with	  the	  	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  .	  
	  
Timothy	  had	  no	  doubt	  been	  taught	  by	  his	  	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   .	  
	  
Paul	  used	  	   	   	   	   	  as	  an	  example	  of	  one	  saved	  by	  	   	   	   ,	  
	   	   	   	  	   	   	  	   	   	   (Romans	  	  	   	   ).	  
	  
James	  used	  	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	  as	  examples	  of	  individuals	  
justified	  by	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	   	   	   	  (James	  	   	   	   ).	  
	  
Other	  examples	  include:	  

1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

4.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
“For whatever was written in         was written 

for     instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the       we might have    .”  

 (                              ; ESV) 
	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Able To Make You Wise 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  


